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A little over two years after it turned its back at the last minute on a major multilateral trade 

agreement it had spent years negotiating, India last week announced the signing of a Comprehensive 

Economic Partnership Agreement with the United Arab Emirates (UAE). The free trade pact is a tacit 

acknowledgment that India needs to strengthen its trade ties with existing partners by lowering tariff walls 

and obtaining more favourable access for its exports in order to boost trade and economic output. With the 

COVID-19 pandemic having thrown into sharp relief the public health and economic vulnerabilities of an 

increasingly interconnected world, a reflexive urge to turn inward was evident in the last two years as nations 

imposed tight travel and entry restrictions in a bid to protect their populations. And ironically, even as India 

sought to promote atmanirbharta or self-reliance, the pandemic also depressed domestic consumption 

demand, dragging down overall economic output. Exports on the other hand have rebounded strongly, with 

growth outpacing even the pre-pandemic levels. It is in this backdrop that the Government’s renewed push 

to negotiate its bilateral free trade agreements is a welcome change in tack and signals that India is keener to 

strengthen trade ties with individual partner countries on equitable terms rather than be tied into 

multilateral pacts that do not necessarily address its key concerns. 

That the accord was finalised in less than six months’ time, from the start of negotiations in 

September, is a testimony to the strength of the bilateral ties and the recognition that there is more to gain 

from a deepening of the relationship. The UAE is already India’s third-largest trading partner with bilateral 

trade in 2019-20 valued at $59 billion. While India’s exports amounted to about $29 billion in the pre-

pandemic fiscal year ended March 2020, the UAE supplied India with $10.9 billion worth of crude oil in that 

period and counts New Delhi as its second-largest trading partner. The two partners now aim to leverage the 

free trade deal to lift bilateral merchandise trade to $100 billion over the next five years. While the fine print 

of the tariff concessions on both sides is yet to be spelt out, India has made it clear that a range of exports 

including textiles and jewellery are set to benefit from a zero-duty regime once the accord is formally 

operationalised by May. Two-way investment flows and remittances — a major source of foreign exchange 

earnings for India given the large Indian workforce in the UAE — are also expected to receive a fillip. With 

multiple other FTAs in the pipeline, India has a fresh opportunity to reset its trade ties with the international 

community, one accord at a time. 

 

 turn to (phrasal verb) – resort to, have recourse 

to. 

 trade wind (noun) – a nearly constant wind 

blowing in one direction, (particularly a wind 

blowing sideways towards the equator either 

from the northeast in the N hemisphere or the 

southeast in the S hemisphere). 

 Comprehensive Economic Partnership 

Agreement (CEPA) (noun) – a free trade 

agreement (FTA) between two countries. 

 reset (verb) – re-establish (ties). 

 ties (noun) – association, relationship, 

connection. 

 accord (noun) – treaty, agreement, pact, 

compact, protocol.  

 at a time (phrase) – during one particular time. 

 turn one’s back on (phrase) – ignore, reject, 

abandon, give up, renounce. 

 multilateral (adjective) – involving many 

different countries (in which all WTO member 

countries are party to the agreement). 

 negotiate (verb) – discuss terms, hold talks. 

 Free Trade Agreement (FTA) (noun) – an 

agreement between two or more countries 

designed to reduce or eliminate certain barriers 

to trade and investment, and to facilitate 

stronger trade and commercial ties between 

participating countries. 

 free trade (noun) – a policy to eliminate 

barriers/limits/regulations against imports and 

exports. 

 pact (noun) – agreement, treaty, protocol. 

 tacit (adjective) – implicit, understood, implied, 

hinted, suggested. 

 acknowledgement (noun) – acceptance, 

admission, recognition, realization. 

 strengthen (verb) – make/become stronger, 

reinforce, buttress, shore up, underpin. 

 tariff (noun) – a tax imposed by one country on 

the goods and services imported from another 

country. 

 tariff wall (noun) – a tariff designed to make 

imports more expensive than domestically 

produced products. 
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 in order to do something (phrase) – with the 

purpose of doing something; with the intention 

of doing something. 

 bring/throw something into sharp relief 

(phrase) – to make something very noticeable; 

highlight, emphasize, underline, underscore. 

 vulnerability (noun) – weakness, 

defencelessness, unprotectedness, susceptibility. 

 reflexive (adjective) – instinctive, automatic, 

spontaneous, impulsive, unthinking, 

unpremeditated, unintentional. 

 urge (noun) – desire, wish, need, impulse. 

 inward/inwards (adverb) – inside, towards the 

inside/centre, within. 

 evident (adjective) – obvious, apparent, 

noticeable, conspicuous, perceptible, manifest. 

 impose (verb) – levy, charge, enforce. 

 bid (noun) – attempt, effort. 

 population (noun) – people. 

 ironically (adverb) – paradoxically, unexpectedly, 

strangely. 

 sought past tense of seek (verb) – try, aim, 

attempt. 

 AtmaNirbharta (noun) – self-reliance. 

 depress (verb) – reduce, lower, diminish. 

 consumption demand (noun) – the demand for 

goods and services by individuals and households 

in the economy. 

 investment demand (noun) – the demand by 

businesses for physical capital goods and services 

used to maintain or expand its operations. 

 drag down (phrasal verb) – to bring something to 

a lower level (in quality/amount); diminish, 

decrease. 

 on the other hand (phrase) – as an alternative. 

 rebound (verb) – recover, rally, pick up. 

 outpace (verb) – surpass, exceed, do better than. 

 backdrop (noun) – situation, scenario, context. 

 renewed (adjective) – re-established, revived. 

 push (noun) – endeavour, striving, effort; drive, 

initiative. 

 bilateral (adjective) – involving two groups or 

countries. 

 tack (noun) – approach, way, method; course of 

action, policy. 

 signals (noun) – indication, sign, pointer. 

 keener comparative form of keen (adjective) – 

extremely keen, eager, or enthusiastic. 

 equitable (adjective) – fair, impartial, unbiased, 

even-handed, fair-minded, objective. 

 rather than (phrase) – instead of. 

 necessarily (adverb) – inevitably, certainly, 

surely. 

 address (verb) – tackle, deal with, attend to, try 

to sort out. 

 concern (noun) – (a cause of) anxiety, worry, 

disquiet, apprehension. 

 negotiation (noun) – discussion, talks, parleying, 

deliberation, dialogue. 

 testimony (noun) – evidence, proof, 

attestation/witness. 

 recognition (noun) – realization, awareness, 

understanding; acknowledgement, acceptance, 

admission. 

 deepen (verb) – grow, increase, strengthen. 

 amount to (phrasal verb) – add up to, come to, 

equal to. 

 fiscal year (noun) – financial year. 

 crude oil (noun) – the raw natural resource that 

is extracted from the earth and refined into 

products such as gasoline, jet fuel, diesel and 

other petroleum products. 

 count (verb) – consider, think, regard, view as, 

see as. 

 leverage (verb) – utilize/use something to 

maximum advantage/benefit. 

 merchandise (noun) – goods, commodities, 

produce, product. 

 fine print (noun) – small print; it refers to some 

important details or conditions of an 

agreement/contract, but written/printed in small 

letters (e.g. mutual funds’ terms & conditions). 

 concession (noun) – reduction, deduction, 

decrease. 

 spell out (phrasal verb) – explain, make clear, 

elucidate/clarify. 

 make clear (phrase) – explain, clarify, elucidate. 

 regime (noun) – system. 

 operationalise (verb) – put into use. 

 remittance (noun) – money sent home by 

migrants. 

 workforce (noun) – employees, staff, personnel, 

human resources. 

 fillip (noun) – stimulus, boost, incentive. 

 in the pipeline (phrase) – in the process of being 

planned/developed. 
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The victory of the ruling DMK front in the Tamil Nadu urban local body polls is a resounding mandate 

across corporations, municipalities and town panchayats. Though the Opposition was splintered, the string of 

successes is an endorsement of the governance in the last nine months. Party president and Chief Minister 

M.K. Stalin meticulously planned the AIADMK’s decimation, wanting to avenge the DMK’s humiliation in the 

western region nine months ago when no DMK candidate made it to the Assembly from Coimbatore and 

Dharmapuri. Apart from governmental attention to the region, Mr. Stalin deputed two Ministers to 

Coimbatore and Salem to prepare the political pitch. The DMK has captured local bodies in the backyards of 

former Chief Ministers Edappadi K. Palaniswami and O. Panneerselvam. As Mr. Stalin impressed upon the 

newly elected representatives, it is important to deliver on the ground. As a former Chennai Mayor, he is 

cognisant that missteps by councillors, the last mile connectors with the people, could tarnish the ruling 

party’s image, and he will need to monitor their work constantly. 

The AIADMK cannot wish away the rout on the scale of its 1996 debacle, blaming it on money power, 

misuse of government machinery or propounding it is natural for the Opposition to lose civic elections. Its 

two leaders can no longer confine operational bases to their respective caste-fortified political comfort zones 

and expect to ride on the approval by a coterie populated in the party’s high-level committees. Their vote 

pulling capacity is based on the strength of the organisation built by M.G. Ramachandran and Jayalalithaa. 

Hence, they must reach out to ground functionaries and undertake course correction. There could be patch 

up calls with Jayalalithaa’s confidante V.K. Sasikala and the breakaway Amma Makkal Munnetra Kazhagam. 

Since the separation has not helped either party, there will be pressure to enter into mutual adjustments. 

The party would do well not to fight shy of criticising the central government when it comes to issues 

affecting the people. The BJP, which has created a perception that it is no longer a pushover in the Dravidian 

heartland, has had no qualms attacking the AIADMK or poaching its steering committee member. Irrespective 

of poll statistics, the BJP has indeed scored victories in newer territories. A section of voters chose BJP 

candidates over the Naam Tamilar Katchi and the Makkal Needhi Maiam, though the party did not make 

much of an impact in what is still a bipolar polity. Given that past alternatives to the Dravidian majors faded 

after one or two stunning shows, it is too early to conclude that the BJP would stay the course as a political 

alternative. Meanwhile, Mr. Stalin, who described the victory as people’s endorsement for the “Dravidian 

model” of governance, must continue to focus on development, and livelihood issues of the people, and not 

be distracted by petty politics. 

 

 endorsement (noun) – support, backing, 

approval, seal of approval, mandate. 

 front (noun) – political group. 

 civic (adjective) – relating to a city or town; 

municipal; relating to local bodies (corporations, 

municipalities and town panchayats). 

 vote of confidence (noun) – a vote 

demonstrating that a majority (of people) 

continues to support the policy of an incumbent 

government.  

 record (noun) – (best) performance, conduct, 

(highest) achievement. 

 governance (noun) – administration. 

 resounding (adjective) – emphatic, enormous, 

huge, massive, very great, tremendous. 

 mandate (noun) – approval, acceptance, 

endorsement, authority (given by a constituency 

to someone acting as its representative). 

 splinter (verb) – split, break, disintegrate, 

separate. 

 string (noun) – series, succession, chain, 

sequence. 

 meticulously (adverb) – very thoroughly, 

carefully, diligently, painstakingly. 

 decimation (noun) – the destruction of a large 

proportion of a group. 

 avenge (verb) – take revenge for, take vengeance 

for, retaliate for. 

 humiliation (noun) – embarrassment, loss of 

pride, loss of face, shame. 

 attention (noun) – care, attentiveness, 

concentration, heedfulness. 

 pitch (noun) – the high level, intensity, point of 

something. 

 backyard (noun) – territory/area. 

 impress on/upon (phrasal verb) – to make 

someone understand the importance or value of 

something; emphasize to, stress to. 

 deliver (verb) – fulfil, live up to, carry out, 

implement, make good. 
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 on the ground (phrase) – in a situation/place 

where things are happening really/practically. 

 cognisant (adjective) – aware, well informed 

about, familiar with. 

 misstep (noun) – mistake, blunder, false step. 

 last mile (noun) – the last stage in the process. 

 tarnish (verb) – spoil, ruin, damage, defame. 

 image (noun) – public perception, public 

conception, public impression, persona, good 

name, reputation. 

 wish away (phrasal verb) – to desire or hope that 

a problematic issue or situation will disappear 

without (you) doing anything about it. 

 rout (noun) – decisive defeat, crushing defeat, 

overwhelming defeat. 

 scale (noun) – extent, size, ratio, magnitude, 

strength, or quality of something. 

 debacle (noun) – fiasco, failure, disaster. 

 machinery (noun) – organization, system, 

structure, administration, apparatus.  

 propound (verb) – submit, propose, put forward, 

suggest. 

 no longer (phrase) – not anymore. 

 confine (verb) – limit, restrict. 

 operational base (noun) – (main/active support 

by a group of people). 

 fortified (adjective) – strengthened, reinforced, 

bolstered. 

 ride on (phrasal verb) – depend on. 

 coterie (noun) – a small group of people with 

shared interests and they generally don’t allow 

others to join them; sect, gang, inner circle, 

faction/camp. 

 base on (phrasal verb) – use as a basis; found, 

construct, form, establish. 

 reach out (phrasal verb) – contact someone to 

obtain/offer help/assistance/cooperation. 

 ground (noun as modifier) – a particular area 

(where things are practically happening). 

 functionary (noun) – official, representative, 

agent, especially in a government or political 

party; office-holder, office-bearer. 

 undertake (verb) – begin, start; engage in, 

become involved in, embark on, launch into, 

attempt, try. 

 course correction (noun) – modifying, improving, 

rectifying (the plan of action). 

 patch up (phrasal verb) – restore, reconcile, 

make up, settle, conciliate (friendly relations). 

 confidante (noun) – close associate, close friend, 

companion. 

 breakaway (noun as modifier) – separatist, 

secessionist, dissenting, splinter (group/party). 

 fight shy of (phrase) – be reluctant to, be 

unwilling to, be disinclined to, not be in the 

mood to, be indisposed to, be hesitant to, be 

afraid to. 

 perception (noun) – understanding, discernment, 

recognition/realization; interpretation. 

 pushover (noun) – weak-ling, unworthy/feeble 

opponent. 

 heartland (noun) – the most important part of a 

field of activity; the central part of something. 

 qualm (noun) – misgiving, doubt, reservation, 

second thought, worry, concern 

 have no qualms (phrase) – have no 

hesitation/doubt/worry about something. 

 poach (verb) – appropriate, acquire, 

misappropriate, take unfairly. 

 steering committee (noun) – a group of high-

level advisors who have been appointed to 

provide an organization or project with direction; 

advisory body. 

 irrespective of (adjective) – notwithstanding, 

without regard for, regardless of. 

 indeed (adverb) – in fact, actually, undeniably. 

 score (verb) – get, gain, achieve, attain, make. 

 bipolar (adjective) – having two extremities. 

 polity (noun) – a politically organized society. 

 given (preposition) – considering, taking into 

consideration, taking into account, in view of, 

bearing in mind. 

 fade (verb) – wane, disappear, vanish. 

 stunning (adjective) – remarkable, extraordinary, 

outstanding. 

 stay the course (idiom) – work hard till the end 

to accomplish the task. 

 course (noun) – direction, way, path, process, 

plan of action. 

 livelihood (noun) – means of making a living with 

the basic necessities (food, water, shelter and 

clothing); means of support, subsistence, source 

of income. 

 petty (adjective) – small/trivial, unimportant, 

insignificant. 
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